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Eft brevitate opus, ut currat fententia, neu fe 
Impediat verbis laffas onerantibus aures: 


Et fermone opus eff modo trifti, fape jocofo. Hor: 


cs MONG the feveral degrees of authors, there. 
ye are none perhaps, who have more obitacles 
® to furmount at their fetting out, than the 
® writers of periodical effays, Talk with 4 





modern critic, and he will tell you, that to 
fet up a new paper is a vain attempt after the inimitable 
SpecTaTors and others ; that the fubjects are already fire- 
occupied, and that it is equally impofiible to find out a 
new field for obfervation, as to difcover a new world, With 
thefe prejudices the public are prepared to receive us; and 
while they expeé&t to be cloyed with the ftale repetition of 
the fame fare, though toffed up in a different mainer, they 
have but little relifh for the entertainment 
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TuatT the Specraror firft led the way, muft undoubt- 
édly be acknowledged: but that his followers muft for that 
reafon be always fuppofed to tread in his fteps, can by no 
means be allowed. In the high road of life there are feveral 
extenfive walks, as well as bye-paths, which we may ftrike 
into, without the neceflity of keeping the fame beaten track 
with thofe that have gone before us. New objects for 
ridicule will continually prefent themfelves; and even the 
fame characters will appear different by being differently 
difpofed, as in the fame pack of cards, though ever fo 
often fhuffled, there will never be two hands exactly 
alike, 


AFTER this introduction I hope to be pardoned, if I in- 


dulge myfelf in {peaking a word or two concerning my own 


endeavours to entertain the public ; which I imagine I could 
never do with fo good a grace, as at the beginning of my 
fecond volume. And firft, whatever objections the reader 
may have had to the fubjects of my papers, I fhall make 
no apology for the manner in which I have chofe to treat 
them. The dread of falling into (what they are pleafed to 
call) colloquial barbarifms has induced fome unfkilful 
writers to fwell their bloated diction with uncouth phrafes 
and the affected jargon of pedants. For my own part, I 
never go out of the common way of expreffion, merely 
for the fake of introducing a more founding word with a 
Latin termination. The Engli/h language is fufficiently co- 
pious and exprefiive without any further adoption of new 
terms ; and the native words feem to me to have far more 
force than any foreign auxiliaries, however pompoufly 
ufhered in: as Briti/h foldiers fight our battles better than 
the troops taken into our pay, | 
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Tue fubjectsof my effays have been chiefly fuch, as I 
thought might recommend themfelves to the public notice 
by being new and uncommon, For this reafon I purpofely 
avoided the worn out practice of retailing feraps of mora- 
lity, and affecting to dogmatize on the common duties of 
life. In this point, indeed, the Specrarror is inimitable ; 
nor could I hope to fay any thing new upon thefe topics 
after fo many excellent moral and religious eflays, which 
are the principal ornament of his work, I have therefore 
contented myfelf with expofing vice and folly by painting 
the actors in their natural colours, without affuming the 
rigidnefs of a preacher, or the morofenefs of a philofopher. 
I have oftener chofe to undermine our fafhionable exceffes 
by fecret fapping, than to ftorm them by open affaults. In 
a word, upon all occafions I have endeavoured to laugh peo- 
ple into a better behaviour; as I am convinced, that the 
fting of reproof is not lefs fharp for being concealed ; and 
advice never comes with a better face, than when it comes 
with a laughing one. 


TueErE are fome points in the courfe of this work, which 
perhaps might have been treated of with a more ferious air. 
I have thought it my duty to take every opportunity of ex- 
pofing the abfurd tenets of our modern free-thinkers and 
enthufiafts. The enthufiaft is, indeed, much more difficult 
to cure than the free-thinker ; becaufe the latter, with all 
his bravery, cannot but be confcious that he is wrong; 
whereas the former has perhaps deceived himfelf into a be- 
lief, that he is certainly in the right, and the more he is op- 
pofed, the more he confiders himfelf as “* patiently fuffer- 
* ing for the truth’s fake.’’ Jenorance is too ftubborn to 
yield to conviction; and on the other hand thofe, whom 
a litt.e 
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*¢ a little learning has made mad,” are too proud and felf- 
fufficient to-hearken to the fober voice of reafon. The 
only way left us, therefore, is to root out fuperftition, by 
making its folkowers afhamed of themfelves: and as for 
our free-thinkers, it is but right to turn their boafted 
weapons of ridicule againft them; and as they them- 
felves endeavour to banter all others out of their ferious 
and virtuous notions, we too (in the language of the 
Pfalmift) fhould “ laugh them to fcorn, and have them 


* in derifion,” 


But whatever merit I may aflume to myfelf from my 
writings, I muft at the fame time confefs myfelf indebted to 
feveral correfpondents for many excellent pieces ; and more 
particularly to the gentlemen, who have figned themfelves 
A. B. and G. K. As I know not the real names of any of 
my correfpondents, I am not without fome hopes, that I have 
been honoured by an Earl or a Right Honourable at leaft : 
for to fay the truth, I cannot at prefent apply to myfelf the. 
known boaft of Terence, 


——— Homines nobiles 
Eum adjutare, affidueque und feribere. 





Ir is with infinite pleafure, that I find myfelf fo much 
encouraged to continue my labours, by the kind reception 
which they have hitherto met with from the public: and 
Mr. Baldwin with no lefs pleafure informs me, that as there 
are but few numbers left of the prefent edition, he interfds 
to colleé&t them into Two Pocket Volumes. The reader 
cannot conceive, how much! already pride myfelf on the 
charming figure, which my works will make in this new 

form 
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form: and I fhall endeavour to render thefe volumes as 
complete as I poffibly can, by feveral confiderable additions 
and amendments. Though contracted into the fmall fpace 
of a twelves volume, I {till hope to maintain my former 
dignity; like the Devils in Mz/ton’s Pandaemonium, who, 


eee To f{mallef forms 
Reduc’d their fhapes immenfe, and were at large. 


Tue SpecTarTor has very elegantly compared his. fingle 
papers, as they came out, to © cherries on a ftick,” of the 
dearnefs of which the purchafers cannot complain, who are 
willing to gratify their tafte with choice -fruit at its earlieft 
production, I have confidered my own papers as fo many 
flowers, which joined together would make up a pretty 
nofegay ; and though each of them, fingly taken, miay not 
be equally admired for their odours, they may receive an 


additional fragrance by an happy union of their {weets, 


Custom hath lately introduced a new fathion among 
effay-writers, of giving tranflations of the mottos for the 
benefit of the ladies. But (as Denbam has remarked of 
tranflation in general) “ the fpirit of the original is evapo- 
‘«< rated in the transfufion, and nothing is left behind but a 
* mere caput mortuum.’’ ‘Tranflations, however, muft be 
given; and it has been the ufual way to copy them pro- 
mifcuoufly from Dryden or Francis: though they are gene- 
rally very wide of the intended fenfe of the original, and not 
unfrequently nothing to the purpofe. For this reafon I de- 
fign to give new tranflations, or rather imitations, of all the 
mottos and quotations, adapted to the prefent times. Some 
of thefe will admit of epigrammatic turns; and many of 
Vor. Il B them 
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them will afford room for lively and picturefque allu- 
fions to modern manners. In this drefs they will at leaft 
appear more of a piece with the effays themfelves ; and 
not like the patch-work of random tranflations. 





In the mean time, I thall only add, that if any Noble- 
man, Gentleman, or Rich Citizen, is ambitious to have 
his name prefixed to either of thefe volumes, he is defired to 
fend in propofals, together with a lift of his virtues and good 


qualities, to the publifher; and the Dedications fhall be 
difpofed of to the beft bidder. 


*,,* None but principals will be treated with. 


T 
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